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Myrmecophyes (Myrmecophyes) alboornatus (Stål, 1858) (Hemiptera: Miridae: Halticini) 
– first observation in Poland 
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Abstract. The genus Myrmecophyes Fieber, 1870 with M. alboornatus (Stål, 1858) (Hemiptera: Miridae) is recorded for the first 

time from the territory of Poland. 
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Plant bugs (Miridae) are the most abundant family 
within the suborder Heteroptera in Poland, and contain 
277 species (Gierlasiński & Taszakowski 2013–2021).  
However, it should be noted that this number is not final, 
and species new to our country are still being disco-
vered. During the last 15 years, 11 new species of this 
group of insects have been discovered in Poland, for 
example: Acetropis longirostris Puton, 1875 (Lis B. & 
Dubiel  2013), Charagochilus  spiralifer Kerzhner, 1988 
(Taszakowski & Gorczyca 2018), Criocoris quadri-
maculatus (Fallén, 1807) (Gierlasiński et al. 2020), 
Deraeocoris flavilinea (A. Costa, 1862) (Gierlasiński 
2015), D. ventralis Reuter, 1904 (Taszakowski et al.  
2020), Dichrooscytus gustavi Josifov, 1981 (Gierlasiński 
et al. 2019), Psallus albicinctus (Kirschbaum, 1856) 
(Bugaj-Nawrocka et al. 2018) and P. montanus Josifov, 
1973 (Taszakowski & Gorczyca 2018).  

The Holarctic genus Myrmecophyes Fieber, 1870 be-
longs to the subfamily Orthotylinae, and the tribe Hal-
ticini (Kerzhner & Josifov 1999). This ant mimetic genus 
takes its name from the similarity of its brachypterous 
specimens with the ants, and includes 30 recently recog-
nized species (Schuh 2002–2013; Tatarnic & Cassis 2012; 
Konstantinov et al. 2013; Konstantinov & Simov 2018).  

Most Myrmecophyes species have restricted distri-
bution ranges, and only M. alboornatus Stål, 1858 is 
found in an extensive area from the eastern and northern 
parts of Europe to Siberia, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, the Far 
East of Russia to the northern regions of China in the 
south (Konstantinov & Simonov 2018). In Europe, M. al-
boornatus was found in Central, North and South Euro-
pean Russia, Ukraine and Finland (Aukema & Rieger 
1999), and has not been reported from Poland, so far. 

The biology of M. alboornatus is relatively poorly un-
derstood, but most data suggest it as a phytophagous 
species being food-related to grasses (Poaceae) (Ker-
zhner & Jaczewski 1967; Bykov 1971). The species has two 

morphological forms, long and short-winged (Tatarnic & 
Cassis 2012); the observation described in this paper con-
cerns the less common macropterous form (Fig. 1). 

The boundaries of the zoogeographical regions of 
Poland were based on the "Catalog of Polish Fauna" 
[KFP] (Burakowski et al. 1973), whereas the names of 
the mesoregions [RFG] are given after Kondracki 
(2002). The identification key to species of the genus is 
provided in Tatarnic & Cassis (2012). The map was cre-
ated with the use of the noncommercial program Ma-
paUTM ver. 5.4 (https://www.heteroptera.us.edu.pl/ 
mapautm.html; author: G. Gierlasiński). 

Fig. 1. Myrmecophyes alboornatus Stål, 1858, the specimen obser-
ved in Rakszawa, photo by J. Bury. 

Material examined. [KFP] Sandomierz Lowland (Nizina 
Sandomierska), [RFG] Kolbuszowa Plateau (Płaskowyż 
Kolbuszowski): Rakszawa EA85, 27.06.2021, 1 female, 
dry forest clearing, on the grasses, det. J. Bury & J. Mazepa 
(Figs 1–2). The evidence material was deposited in the 
first author private collection. 
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