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Abstract. The first record of Zelus renardii Kolenati, 1857 (Hemiptera: Heteroptera: Reduviidae: Harpactorinae) for the Italian 

island of Pianosa is reported. Additional information on the finding is given. 
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The invasive Nearctic assassin bug Zelus renardii Kole-
nati, 1857 (Hemiptera: Heteroptera: Reduviidae: Har-
pactorinae) has colonised various European countries, 
where it is mainly distributed in the Mediterranean  
Region. Recently, Kment & van der Heyden (2022) pub-
lished a list of the known distribution of the species on 
the European continent and adjacent islands. 

So far, in Italy the species has been reported from 
the mainland (Apulia, Campania, Lazio, Liguria) and 
from the islands of Sardinia and Sicily (Kment & van der 
Heyden 2022). 

Herein, we report Z. renardii from the Italian island 
of Pianosa. 

Material examined: ITALY: Pianosa, Lat.: 42.600537, 
Long.: 10.087879, 11.IX.2022, 1 ex., leg. M. Nava. 

Pianosa is a small island of about 10 km2, located  
in the Tuscan Archipelago in the Tyrrhenian Sea, 26 km 
west of the Italian mainland. 

On 11.IX.2022, the second author captured an adult 
female of Z. renardii on Pianosa (Fig. 1). The specimen 
was found on Juniperus cf. phoenicea L. (Cupressaceae) 
ten meters away from the sea and was captured by us-
ing an entomological net. When captured, it had a volu-
minous abdomen. Shortly after being found, on 
12.IX.2022, the specimen laid eggs in captivity (Fig. 2). 
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Fig. 1. Female of Zelus renardii Kolenati, 1857 captured on Pia-
nosa, Italy; after oviposition (photo: Morena Nava). 

Fig. 2. Cluster of eggs laid by the female of Zelus renardii Kolenati, 
1857 captured on Pianosa, Italy (photo: Morena Nava). 
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