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Abstract. New records are presented for 23 Australian species of the family Cydnidae (Pentatomoidea). Alonips papuanus is
documented for the first time in Australia. The first precise localities for Aethus parvulus in Australia are provided. Additionally,
five species are reported as new records for Australian states and territories. These are Byrsinus ochraceus (new to Northern
Territory, Victoria, Queensland, and Western Australia), Byrsinus setosus (new to Western Australia), Fromundus pygmaeus (new
to Queensland), Geotomus breweri (new to New South Wales, Northern Territory, and Victoria), and Geotomus gracilipes (new to
Victoria).

Key words: true bugs, Pentatomoidea, distribution, new records, Alonips papuanus, first country record, Australia, Australian

Region.

Introduction

Despite some studies on the fauna of the family Cydni-
dae of the Australian continent, published at the end of
the twentieth century (Lis 1994, 1995a, 1995b, 1996,
1997, 1999a-f) and several in the early twenty-first cen-
tury (Lis 2000a, 2000b, 2001a, 2001b, 2001c, 2002; Lis &
Heyna 2001; Lis & Hohol 2001; Lis & Lis 2008), research
on this interesting group of bugs remains sporadic.

Since the compilation of the catalogue of Hetero-
ptera of Australia (Cassis & Gross 2002), only five pa-
pers have been published reporting Cydnidae species
from this continent (Lis & Rakowiecka 2012, 2013; Lis
& Zielinska 2020; Lis & Domagata 2024; Lis et al. 2024).

To date, 85 species of burrower bugs across 21 gen-
era of the family Cydnidae have been documented in
the Australian continent (Lis 1996, 1997, 1999a-f,
2000a, 2000b, 2001a, 2001b, 2001c, 2002; Lis & Heyna
2001; Lis & Hohol 2001; Cassis & Gross 2002; Lis &
Rakowiecka2012,2013; Lis & Zielinska 2020; Lis & Do-
magata 2024; Lis et al. 2024).

This paper reports new records for 23 species from
Australia, including five species newly recorded in spe-
cific states and territories. Moreover, one species,
Alonips papuanus, previously known only from Papua
New Guinea, is recorded here for the first time in Aus-
tralia.

Material and methods

The specimens used in this publication were obtained
from the entomological collections of the Museum of
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Victoria (Melbourne, Australia) and Dr. Laurie J. Cook-
son's collection (Museums Victoria Honorary Asso-
ciate). After identification, the latter was transferred to
the Museum of Victoria's collections. The map from

Google Earth (www.google.com/intl/pl/earth/) was

used to prepare the distribution map of Alonips papu-
anus (Fig. 3). The nomenclature for the cephalic setae
follows Lis & Pluot-Sigwalt (2002).

New records
Subfamily Garsauriinae
Blaena multitricha Froeschner, 1960

South Australia: Glendambo, 5.6.2017, 1 male, L]
Cookson (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis & Heyna 2001; Cassis & Gross 2002):
Australia (Northern Territory, South Australia, Queens-
land, Western Australia).

Blaena setosa Walker, 1868

Northern Territory: Yulara, NT, 9.6.2017, 1 female
1 male, L] Cookson (L] Cookson collection, Museum of
Victoria); 1 female (JAL collection, Institute of Biology,
University of Opole).

Western Australia: Broome, WA, 26.2.04, 1 female
1 male, L] Cookson (L] Cookson collection, Museum of
Victoria).

Distribution (Lis & Heyna 2001; Cassis & Gross 2002):

Australia (New South Wales, Northern Territory, Queens-
land, South Australia, Victoria, Western Australia).
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Subfamily Cydninae
Tribe Cydnini

Chilocoris barbarae J.A. Lis, 1991

Northern Territory: Humpty Doo, NT, 15.8.18, L] Coock-
son, 1 female 1 male (L] Cookson collection, Museum of
Victoria); Dundee Beach, NT, 19.8.18, L] Coockson, 2 fe-
males 1 male (LJ Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria).

Queensland: Mission Beach, Q. 9.2.2014, L] Coockson,
1 female 1 male (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Vic-
toria).

Distribution (Lis 1955a, 1955b, 1999b, 1999f; Cassis &
Gross 2002): Australia (New South Wales, Northern Ter-
ritory, Queensland), Indonesia (Sumatra, Java, Madura,
Sulawesi, Peleng), Malaysia (Malaya), Papua New Guinea,
Thailand.

Nishocoris bicolor }.A. Lis, 1997

Northern Territory: Humpty Doo, NT, 15.8.18, L]
Coockson, 2 females 1 male (L] Cookson collection, Mu-
seum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 1997, 1999d, 2001a; Cassis & Gross
2002): Australia (Northern Territory, New South Wales).

Tribe Geotomini
Aethus parvulus (Signoret, 1882)

Northern Territory: Humpty Doo, NT, 15.8.18, L]
Coockson, 3 females 1 male (L] Cookson collection, Mu-
seum of Victoria), 1 male (JAL collection, Institute of
Biology, University of Opole).

Queensland: Carmoo, Q., 23.11.17, L] Coockson, 1 fe-
male (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria).

Distribution: Australia (Northern Territory, Queens-
land). Until now, the species had only been reported in
Australia, with no specific location given (Signoret
1882; Lis 1994, 1995b, 1999d; Cassis & Gross 2002).

Note: The current data confirm its presence on this
continent and provide the first detailed localities.

Aethus philippinensis Dallas, 1851

Northern Territory: Northern Territory, 3.12.1918, 5
exx. (Museum of Victoria); Territory, Darwin, 19.6.
1969, 1 ex., ]J.C. Lebouf (Museum of Victoria); Crocker
Island, Mission, 6.4.1961, 2 exx. (Museum of Victoria);
Daly River Mission, 21.1.1972, light trap, 2 exx., J.F.
Hutchinson (Museum of Victoria).

Queensland: Townsville, Fe. 1942, 1 ex., T. Ingledew
(Museum of Victoria). Innisfail, Q., 22.11.17, L] Coock-
son, 1 female (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victo-
ria); Carmoo, Q.,23.11.17, L] Coockson, 1 male (L] Cook-
son collection, Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 1994, 1999b; Cassis & Gross 2002):
Australia (New South Wales, Northern Territory,
Queensland), Bismarck Archipelago, India, Indonesia,
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Malaysia, Nicobar Islands, Papua New Guinea, Philip-
pines, Singapore, Solomon Islands.

Alonips papuanus ].A. Lis, 1996

Northern Territory: Humpty Doo, NT, 15.8.18, L]
Coockson, 1 male (L] Cookson collection, Museum of
Victoria); AcaciaHill,NT, 21.8.18, L] Coockson, 1 female
(LJ Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria).

Victoria: Irymple, Vic., 25.11.1964, Nebois, 8 females (6
exx. Museum of Victoria, 2 exx in Institute of Biology,
University of Opole).

Distribution (Lis 1996, 1999d): The species was de-
scribed from Papua New Guinea, and, to date, no other
data on this species were known.

Note: Only two species of the genus Alonips Signoret,
1881 are known from the Australian Region, i.e., A. 0b-
soletus Signoret, 1881 and A. papuanus (Fig. 1).

The two species differ in several characteristics,
which are discussed in detail by Lis (1996). One of the
most noticeable diagnostic differences is the number of
secondary hair-like setae on the margins of the para-
clypei. While A. obsoletus has three of these setae, A. pa-
puanus has only one (Fig. 2).

A. papuanus is new to Australia. Based on the two
known localities of this species (Fig. 3), it is reasonable
to assume that it also occurs in Queensland and New
South Wales. Future analyses of specimens from these
regions should confirm this.

Figure 1. Male of Alonips papuanus (Irymple, Victoria), ge-
neral habitus, dorsal view.
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Figure 2. Male of Alonips papuanus (Irymple, Victoria), head,
dorsal view; ps - single secondary hair-like setae on paracly-
peal margins.
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Figure 3. Known localities of Alonips papuanus, red star - lite-
rature locality, blue star — newly recorded locality.

Byrsinus ochraceus (Distant, 1899)

Northern Territory: Henbury, N.T., 123 km SW Alice
Springs, 26 Aug. 1972, K. Dimits, 1 female (Museum of
Victoria).

Queensland: 7 km W.E. Tjabukai Stn., Simpson Desert,
Qld., 2 June 1975, ].D. Blyth, 1 male (Victoria Museum).

South Australia: Reevesby Island, Dec. 1936, McCoy
Soc. Exped., Sir Jos. Banks Group, South Australia, Dec.
1936 - Jan. 1937, 1 ex. (Museum of Victoria); W. of
Kingoonya, 19 Aug. 1972, K. Dimits, 1 ex. (Museum of
Victoria).

Tasmania: Hobart, 2 exx. (Museum of Victoria).

Victoria: [rymple, Vic, 25.11.1964, Nebois, 1 female (Mu-
seum of Victoria).

Western Australia: Between Perth & Busselton, W.A,
Jan. 1958, 1 female (Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 1999d, 2001a, 2001c; Cassis & Gross
2002): To date, known from New South Wales, North-
ern Territory, South Australia and Tasmania.
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Note: Newto Queensland, Victoria, and Western Australia.
Byrsinus setosus J.A. Lis, 2001

Queensland: Broadbeach, Sept. 1968, 1 ex. (Museum of
Victoria).

Western Australia: Between Perth & Busselton, W.A,,
Jan. 1958, 1 female (Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 2001a, 2001c; Cassis & Gross 2002):
In Australia, it was known only from Queensland so far.
Moreover, it was also recorded in Flores, Indonesia.

Note: New to Western Australia.
Eulonips coleopteroides ].A. Lis, 1999

Victoria: Langi Ghiran, V., 19.01.2022, L] Coockson,
1 female (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 1999c, 1999d, 2002; Cassis & Gross
2002): New South Wales, South Australia, Victoria.

Eulonips pilitylus (Signoret, 1881)

South Australia: Lake Gilles, SA, 25.11.03, L] Coockson,
1 female (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 1996, 1999c, 1999d; Cassis & Gross
2002): Know only from Queensland, so far.

Note: New to South Australia.
Fromundus pygmaeus (Dallas, 1851)

Northern Territory: Daly River, N.T., 1-7-1969, ].S.
LeSouef, 1 male (Museum of Victoria); Oenpelli, N.T,
DP. Cahill, 12.18, 5 males (Museum of Victoria);
Humpty Doo, NT, 15.8.18, L] Coockson, 1 male in JAL
collection, Institute of Biology, University of Opole).

Queensland: Eacham, Queensland, 19.11.17, L] Coock-
son, 2 females (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victo-
ria); Carmoo, Queensland, 23.11.17, L] Coockson, 2 fe-
males 1 male (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victo-
ria), 1 female 1 male inJAL collection, Institute of Biolo-
gy, University of Opole); Cardwell, Queensland, 25.7.17,
LJ Coockson, 1 female (L] Cookson collection, Museum
of Victoria); Mission Beach, Q. 9.2.2014, L] Coockson,
2 females 2 males (L] Cookson collection, Museum of
Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 1996, 1999d; Cassis & Gross 2002):
One of the most common burrower bug species known
from the Palaearctic, Oriental and Australian Regions.
In Australia, it was known only from the Northern Ter-
ritory to date (Cassis & Gross 2002).

Note: New to Queensland.

Geotomus breweri Signoret, 1883

New South Wales: Albury, N.SSW,, 3-7-27, F.E. Wilson,
1 male (in]JALcollection, Institute of Biology, University
of Opole).

Northern Territory: Darwin, From prof. Spencer Coll,
7-8/12, 1 female (Museum of Victoria); Humpty Doo,
NT, 15.8.18, L] Coockson, 6 females (5 females in L]
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Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria, 1femaleinJAL
collection, Institute of Biology, University of Opole);
Acacia Hill, NT, 21.8.18, L] Coockson, 2 females 1 male
(LJ Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria).

Queensland: Normanton, Queensland, 11.10.52, Bun-
burg, 2 males (Museum of Victoria).

Victoria: Victoria, 1 male (Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 1996, 1999d, 2000a; Cassis & Gross
2002): Known only from Western Australia, so far.

Note: New to New South Wales, Northern Territory,
and Victoria.

Geotomus garsaurioides ].A. Lis, 2001

Victoria: Lake Hattah, Vic., 9.12.1969, G. Anderson,
3 males, 3 females (Museum of Victoria); Vic., Yambuk
Beach, under kelp, 7 Mar. 1978, A.A. Calder, 1 female
(Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 2000a; Lis & Hohol 2001; Cassis &
Gross 2002): Australia (Australian Capital Territory,
New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victo-
ria, Western Australia).

Geotomus gracilipes Signoret, 1883

Victoria: Irymple, Vic., 25.11.1964, Nebois, 1 female
(Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 1996, 1999d, 2000a; Cassis & Gross
2002): Australia (New South Wales, Northern Terri-
tory, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia).

Note: New to Victoria.
Macroscytus annulipoides }.A. Lis, 1999

Queensland: Hann River, North Queensland, 70 miles
S. of Coen, 23-6-1970, ].S. Le Souef, 1 female (Museum
of Victoria); Mission Beach, Q. 9.2.2014, L] Coockson,
1 female (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria);
Kuranda, Q., 29.11.16., L] Coockson, 3 females (L] Cook-
son collection, Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 1999a, 1999d, 2000b; Cassis & Gross
2002; Lis & Rakowiecka 2012): Known only from
Queensland in Australia.

Macroscytus arnhemicus }.A. Lis, 1999

Queensland: Eacham, Q., 19.11.17, L] Coockson, 1 fe-
male (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 1999a, 1999d, 2000b; Cassis & Gross
2002; Lis & Rakowiecka 2012): Known only from Aus-
tralia (Northern Territory, Queensland).

Macroscytus australis (Erichson, 1842)

Queensland: Innisfail, Q.,22.11.17, L] Coockson, 1 male
(LJ Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria). Western
Australia: Booragoon, WA, 2.1.1997, L] Coockson,
1 male (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 1999a, 1999d, 2000b; Cassis & Gross
2002; Lis & Rakowiecka 2012): Species widely distribu-
ted in the Australian Region; known also from Java.
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Macroscytus bisetosus J.A. Lis, 1999

Queensland: Kuranda, Q,. 14.8.16, L] Coockson, 1 fe-
male (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria);
Eacham, Q., 19.11.17, L] Coockson, 2 males (L] Cookson
collection, Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 19993, 1999d, 2000b; Cassis & Gross
2002): Known only from Queensland in Australia.

Macroscytus glaberrimus ].A. Lis, 1999

Queensland: PtDouglas,Q,.7.11.11, L] Coockson, 1 male
(L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 19993, 1999d, 2000b; Cassis & Gross
2002; Lis & Rakowiecka 2013): Known only from
Queensland and New South Wales in Australia.

Macroscytus minimus ].A. Lis, 1999

Western Australia: Kalgoorlie, WA., 10.3.15, L] Coock-
son, 1 female 1 male (L] Cookson collection, Museum of
Victoria), 1 male (JAL collection, Institute of Biology,
University of Opole).

Queensland: Winton, Q., 5.7.2017, L] Coockson, 1 fe-
male (L] Cookson collection, Museum of Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 19993, 1999d, 2000b; Cassis & Gross
2002): Widely distributed in Australia (New South
Wales, Northern Territory, Queensland, South Aus-
tralia, Western Australia).

Macroscytus piceus (Westwood, 1837)

Northern Territory: Tennant Ck, NT. 20.617, 1]
Coockson, 1 female (L] Cookson collection, Museum of
Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 19993, 1999d, 2000b; Cassis & Gross
2002): In Australia, it has been recorded from the
Northern Territory, Queensland, South Australia, West-
ern Australia, and Tasmania and also known from
Sumba Island in Indonesia.

Prolactistes australis ].A. Lis, 2001

Northern Territory: Humpty Doo, NT, 15.8.18, L]
Coockson, 1 female (L] Cookson collection, Museum of
Victoria).

Distribution (Lis 2001b; Cassis & Gross 2002; Lis &
Zielinska 2020): In Australia, it is recorded from the
Northern Territory and Queensland; it is also known
from Indonesia (Ambon Island, Timor).
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