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Miespa reedi (Drake, 1939) (Hemiptera: Heteroptera: Piesmatidae)

- first record from Argentina
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Abstract. Miespa reedi (Drake, 1939) (Hemiptera: Heteroptera: Piesmatidae: Heissianini), previously known only from Chile, is

recorded here as a new country record from Argentina. It is the second representative of the family Piesmatidae in the Argen-

tinian fauna. The bibliography of Miespa reedi is summarized and the available data on the habitat, phenology, as well as pho-

tographs of male and female adults and fifth instar larva of the species are provided.
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Drake (1939) described the first member of the family
Piesmatidae (Hemiptera: Heteroptera) from Chile,
Mcateella reedi Drake, 1939, based on a single macro-
pterous male from the collection of the late Edwyn P.
Reed. Although he originally accommodated the spe-
cies in the Australian genus Mcateella Drake, 1924,
later Drake (1948) established a monotypic genus
Miespa Drake, 1948 for this species.

Phylogenetic analyses recovered Mcateella and
Miespa as sister taxa (Schaefer 1972; Elis & Cassis
2012). Popov (2001) proposed a new tribe, Heissiani-
ni Popov, 2001, for the recent Mcateella, Miespa, and
the fossil Heissiana Popov, 2001 known from Eocene
Baltic amber, based on the full reduction of the sub-
costal vein of the hemelytra.

Miespa reedi has so far been known only from
Chile; there is no record of this species in Argentina
(Henry et al. 2015; P. Dellapé, pers. comm.), where
Piesmatidae are represented merely by Parapiesma
cinereum (Say, 1832); restricted to the northern parts
of the country (provinces of Chaco, Corrientes, Formo-
sa, Jujuy, Misiones and Tucuman) (Bosq 1940; Hay-
ward 1960; Dellapé 2014; Coscar6n 2017).

The host plants of M. reedi are unknown (cf. Drake
& Davis 1958; Schaefer 1981, 1983; Elis & Cassis
2012).

The present paper records M. reedi for the first
time from Argentina.
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Material mentioned in the paper is deposited in
the following collections:

HNHM Hungarian Natural History Museum,
Budapest, Hungary;

MMBC Moravian Museum, Brno, Czech Republic;

NMPC National Museum, Prague, Czech Repub-
lic;

USNM Smithsonian Institution, National Muse-

um of National History, Washington, D.C,,
USA.

Miespa reedi (Drake, 1939)
(Figs 1-3)

Mcateella reedi Drake, 1939: 331 (original description).
Holotype: & (macropterous), Chile: Central Provinces
(USNM).

Miespa reedi: Drake (1948): 73-74 (description of new ge-
nus, distribution); Drake & Davis (1958): 73-74 (de-
scription of Miespa, distribution); 567-568; 569: Figs 2,
3, 6; 570; 571: Figs 16-19, 22-24; 572-573; 578-579
(morphology, illustrations of habitus and selected char-
acters, phylogeny, key to genera); Schaefer (1972):
1258-1261 (morphology, phylogeny); Schaefer (1981):
536-539; Heiss & Péricart (1983): 67, 91, 92 (key to
genera, zoogeography); Popov (2001): 213, 216-219
(morphology, phylogeny, tribal placement); Heiss & Pé-
ricart (2008): 316, 339-341 (morphology, zoogeogra-
phy); Prado (2008): 48 (checklist); Elis & Cassis (2012):
83-85, 87, 88, 112 (cladistic analysis, phylogeny); Henry
et al. (2015): 488 (key to distinguish M. reedi and
Parapiesma cinereum, distribution).
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Fig. 1. Habitus of male (2.57 mm) of Miespa reedi (Drake,
1939) from Argentina, El Bolsén env.

Material examined

Argentina: Rio Negro Province: El Bolsén env., 42°S
71°35'W: Nr. 369, Mt. Piltriquitrén, 700 m a.sl, 1.iv.1961,
27333599 3L5(2333 3293 L5HNHM; 23819
NMPC, 2 33 2 9 MMBC); Nr. 410, Mt. Piltriquitrén, 680
m asl, 22iv.1961, 4 33 5 Q9 1 L5 (333 4 Q@ 1 L5
HNHM, 1 & 1 @ NMPC); Nr. 421, Mt. Piltriquitrén, 880 m
asl, 26.iv.1961,1 3 2 9 (HNHM); Nr. 656, Mt. Piltriqui-
trén, 720-730 m asl, 25x.1961, 1 @ (HNHM); Nr. 681,
along Arroyo Negro, 350 m a.s.l, 30x.1961, 1 @ (HNHM).
All specimens: Gy. Topal Igt., P. Kment det.

Chile: Metropolitan Region: Tiltil, Cuesta la Dormida,
Hungarian Soil-Zoological Expedition, Nr. P-B. 104,
5xi.1965, 3 33 5 99, ]. Balogh Igt,, P. Kment det. (2
334 29 (HNHM), 1 419 (NMPC).

Habitat

Argentina: According to Topal (1963a), the specimens
acquired by him were collected within Libocedrus sub-
zone of the Nothofagus dombeyi region. The following
locality details could be traced in the unpublished locali-
ty list of Topal (1963b): Nr. 369: beaten from various
bushes except for Lomatia, near creek (adults and lar-
vae); Nr. 410: beaten from Colletia [Rhamnaceae], Fabi-
ana imbricata [Solanaceae], Aristotelia maqui [Elaeo-
carpaceae], Maytenus boaria [Celastraceae], Berberis mi-
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Fig. 2. Habitus of female (2.89 mm) of Miespa reedi (Drake,
1939) from Argentina, El Bolsén env.

crophylla [syn. B. buxifolia; Berberidaceae], Baccharis
magellanica [Asteraceae] and Lomatia obliqua [Pro-
teaceae] (adults and a single larva); Nr. 421: beaten
from various trees and bushes (three adults); Nr. 656:
beaten from Berberis darwini [Berberidaceae] bushes
coming into bloom (a single adult); Nr. 681: beaten from
various plants, mainly from Myrceugenia exsucca [Myr-
taceae], at night (a single adult).

Chile: Beaten on border of thick Drimys winteri var.
chilensis [Winteraceae] forest, and sparse bushes near
pasture (adults) (Andrassy et al. 1967).

None of the plants listed above can be considered
as the genuine host plant of Miespa reedi (cf. Burck-
hardt et al. 2014).

Phenology

So far only Drake (1948) recorded 6 males and 2 fe-
males of M. reedi collected in September 1947 in the
environs of Santiago (Chile). Our data suggest sparse
occurrence of adults during spring (September to ear-
ly November) and abundant adults as well as five in-
star larvae during autumn (April). The species proba-
bly overwinters in the adult stage.

Distribution

Argentina: Rio Negro (first record).
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Fig. 3. Habitus of larva of the 5t instar (2.10 mm) of Miespa
reedi (Drake, 1939) from Argentina, El Bolsén env.

Chile: Central Provinces (Drake 1939; Drake & Davis
1958), Metropolitan Region (Drake 1948; Drake &
Davis 1958).
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